10 December 2010
Employers please note - new telephone number for employee tax enquiries
There's now just one telephone number for your employees to call for help with their tax enquiries - 0845 300 0627. Employers can use this number too, for example if you need to confirm an employee's tax code.
3rd December 2010
Improving the operation of PAYE: Collecting Real Time Information
HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) has issued a consultation document on improving PAYE by collecting Real Time Information.
The document seeks comments on collecting real time information. An associated consultation stage Impact Assessment has also been published. The consultation runs from 3rd December 2010 until 28 February 2011.
14 October 2010
Regional employer National Insurance contributions holiday for new businesses
This measure is aimed at encouraging the creation of private sector jobs in regions reliant on public sector employment, through reducing the cost to new businesses of employing staff. 
It is intended that during a three year qualifying period, new businesses which start up outside of three excluded areas will get a substantial reduction in their employer National Insurance contributions. Within the qualifying period, these employers will not have to pay the first £5,000 of Class 1 employer National Insurance contributions due in the first twelve months of employment for each of the first ten employees hired in their first year of business.
The scheme started on 6 September 2010. Any new businesses set up from 22 June 2010 which meet the eligibility criteria set out in the draft legislation are also intended to benefit from the scheme. Within the UK the scheme is intended to apply in Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and the English regions of the North West, North East, Yorkshire and Humber, West Midlands, East Midlands and South West.
14 October 2010
[bookmark: pensions]Pensions - Annual and Lifetime Allowances
The Government has announced changes to the annual allowance for tax relief on pensions. The annual allowance for tax relief on pension savings for individuals will be reduced from £255,000 to £50,000 from 6 April 2011. They have also announced that the lifetime allowance will be reduced from £1,800,000 to £1,500,000 from 6 April 2012.
29 September 2010
Tool kits: http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/agents/toolkits/exp-ben-frm-emp.pdf

HM Revenue & Customs has published a toolkit covering expenses and benefits from employment to make it easier for tax agents, advisers and employers to get end of year forms right.
17 August 2010
Paying Someone for the first time http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/forms/p49.pdf

HMRC has moved from routinely issuing printed P49s as part of the New Employer Pack. It is available online in a 'bookmarked', easy to navigate PDF format; click on the subject, or page number, to find the information you want.
All PAYE for employers tools
Company car and car fuel benefit calculator Calculates the 'benefit in kind' value of a company car and/or car fuel benefit, indicates the level of employee Income Tax payable
Statutory payment calculators Calculate employee eligibility and amounts for Statutory Sick Pay, Maternity, Paternity or Adoption pay and what you can recover
Employment status indicator Helps you work out whether a worker is employed or self-employed (excludes certain types of worker such as office holders)
National Insurance calculator Works out National Insurance contributions for not contracted-out and contracted-out employees - see extra notes on directors
National Insurance calculator - directors annual earning period This calculator reassesses the National Insurance contributions for a company director using an Annual Earnings Period at the end of the financial year, or during the year, if the directorship ends.
No PAYE/NICs payment due How to tell HMRC you have no PAYE/NICs payments to make for a month or quarter
PAYE Desktop Viewer Use to view, search and sort online PAYE codes, notifications and reminders
PAYE tax calculator Works out the tax due for all tax codes - no need to refer to manual tables or do any calculations yourself
Reference checker for electronic payment Checks you're using the right Accounts Office reference before you make an online payment - helps avoid payment delays
Paying your employee for the first time - on the Business Link website (Opens new window) Checks you're using the right Accounts Office reference before you make an online payment - helps avoid payment delays
Holiday Calculator – Business Link
